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5.2 KEY FACTS ABOUT THE IMPLEMENTATION STAGE IMAGE MISSING!
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Avenue Advocacy opportunity/
tactic and date

Blog piece
Sharing lessons with  

civic actors:  
December 2020

Media/ 
Communications  

Strategy

Learning video targeted  
at journalists and other 

civic actors
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FACEBOOK (LIVE) RECORDING ZOOM

Number of  viewers/
participants

31 Average of  1 230 views 21

Notable feedback/
comments

“Excellent sessions. Many 
thanks for hosting such a 
diverse panel of  experts 
who have their finger on 
the pulse. Great learning 
experience.”

“Have we looked into the 
likelihood of  poor pass 
rates as a result of  the 
lockdown due lockdown? 
Whatmeasures have been 
put in place?”

Rone McFarlane: In addition to access to resources, another 
challenge is that learning is relational – learners need to 
be able to ask questions where they don’t understand and 
depend on interacting with peers, for both mutual learning 
and for motivation.

Nimi Hoffmann to All panelists: Mary, if  I heard you 
correctly, it seems you suggested that poorer parents were 
less worried about risks and therefore attendance rates 
were higher. 

But this explanation contradicts the HSRC/UJ survey, 
which found that substantially more poor parents didn’t 
want to send their kids to school versus richer parents. 

Are there alternative explanations for the higher attendance 
rates at poor schools – for example, children needing to 
access school feeding schemes? 

Mary Metcalfe: No, Nimi. Poorer Parents are certainly no 
less worried about risks

From Mary Metcalfe: Agree with Rone, learning is 
relational

Rone McFarlane: Nimi, I think the NIDS data shows 
that attendance was lower for wealthier learners. It may 
be that part of  the answer is that poorer parents had less 
alternatives than wealthy parents ito learning at home.

Mary Metcalfe: Mteteleli, my understanding is that the 
DBE, the PED, and Unions have all pushed for water and 
sanitation backlogs to be addressed. But we also know 
that the challenges affecting this inequality have not been 
addressed and many schools are still without water and 
sanitation.

Luyanda Shilangu: I think the Pandemic reemphasized 
the challenges faced by parents in rural communities in 
attempting to balance “sustaining livelihood and looking 
into children’s school work”. Home schooling is likely not 
to thrive in these circumstances.

Jay Kruuse to All panelists: Good points Sphamandla 
Qabaza – the limits of  2GB of  data for E-Tablets could be 
better offset by extending the reach of  zero-rated websites, 
so that scholars don’t deplete their data bundles while 
trying to access education curricula content .
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FACEBOOK (LIVE) RECORDING ZOOM

Average of  1 230 views 21

Nimi Hoffmann to All panelists: Question for Dr Rambau: 
what percentage of  state’s Covid19 procurement spend 
went to private versus public sector?Has special section 
on education starting on page 87, which clarifies the 
5.2million figure and gives more info on findings.

Dr Takalani Rambau to All panelists: Dear Gugu, its R5.212 
billion not million for all nine provincial departments and 
DBE. Only R1,348 billion of  R5,212 billion was spent by 
the provincial departments. Page 89 of  the special audit 
provide breakdown by provincial education departments. 
Page 89 of  the special report tabled on September has 
further detail. 

From Nimi Hoffmann to All panelists: Question for Katlego 
Mohlabane: are you familiar with the state’s resistance 
to procuring free open educational resources developed 
by university lecturers and teachers? For instance, the 
state has historically only used Siyavula textbooks when 
expensive textbooks purchased from foreign companies 
(such as Oxford University Press and Pearson) were not 
delivered / went missing.

From Mr Katlego Mohlabane: @Nini Hoffman, that is 
why I think civil society along with civic tech platforms 
should create a working solution and make it available to 
learners directly while we wait for government approval.


